Ud®n soldier’s ID tag found in Hunley

Soldier listed as
killed in 1863

on Morris lsland

BY SCHUYLER KROPF
OF The Post wnd Cosrier Stafl

Either there was a Yankee on
board the Hunley, or one of the
rebels was wearing the wrong
dog tags.

Archacologlisis excavaling the
sub announced Friday they'd
discovered the dog tag of a
Union soldier hanging around
the neck of one of the eight
skeletal remains uncovered so
far.

The tag — a copper medallion
— has the soldler's name on ané
side and a pleture of George
Washington on the other.

It was issued in the name of
Ezra Chamberlin, 8 member of
Company K, Tth Regiment, Con-
necticut Volunieers,

Chamberlin was listed as
killed in action on July 11, 1863,
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A number of different scenari-
o8 are being explored: Did
Chamberlin survive, and his
See MUNLEY, Page 1A

How it got inside the Hunley is
anyone's guess. Chamberlin is
reportedly buried beneath a
headstone in Killingly, Conn.

in the Union's first major as-
sault on Fort Wagner, the rebel
battery on Morris Island guard-
ing Charleston,

HUNLEY from Page 1A

body was misidentified after
the fighting? Did he defect?
Was he a POW pul in the sub
agxinst his will? Was he a spy
who worked his way onboard?

The most logical answer is
that ene of the crewmen picked
up the tag from Chamberlin's
body, or may have traded for it
in a soldier's swap. A known
Hunley crewman, Cpl. C.F.
Carlson, was also a member of
the German Light Artillery, a
upit that was prominent on
Morrie Igland during the 1863
allack

The tag was found on the re-
maing of crewman No. B, who
was stalioned at the sub's stermn.
He would have been responsible
for working the pumps necded
to ralse and lower ballast tank
water — u job that the caplain
would mol bave given to some-
one he couldn't trust, Yankee or
otherwise.

Bul whal doesn't make sense,
archacologisis say, i= why one
man woald wear another man's
Wentifleatbon around his neck.

“Personally, 1 found that very
unesual,” sald project manager
Baob Meyland, who sakd that sol-
diers would have taken exira
steps to ensare proper 1D so
that loved ones could be in-
formed.

The medallion, about the size
of a 50-cent piece, was found on
the back of the man's skull. A
length of material leads down
into the sediment where there is
apparently a paper card at-
tached te it. Archacologists
hope the card may include
more information about the
man's identification.

Wearing a dog tag wouald have
been an oddily in the Civil War
since the US. military didn't of-
ficlally start [ssuing dog lags
until 1913. Bul during the Civil
War, merchanis known as suf-
lers [ollowed the troops and
would offer identification tags
for sale just prior to battles.

The archacologisis are also
finding other Union articles in
the =eb, primarily buttons
More than 50 buttons have been
found =0 far In 16 different
types. Some even say USN on
them, for the US Navy. Anoth-
er came from a uniform of the
Union infanlry.

Meyland =ays Lhe wvariely
shows just bow much of a mix
al materials rebel aniforms
WTT,

Work at the Warren Lazch
Consgervatlon Lab is continuing,
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This reverse view shows o rubber button from the 1850 used
on phe-Civil War US. Navy unlforms,

and the excavation could take
another moath Lo complete.

The team still bas nol made a
move toward the bow of the
sub, where the Hunley's cap-
tain, Lt George Dixon, is be-
lieved Lo have been stationed

The Hunley was the first sub-

Wik ST SSETARY
The roverse side of the identification tag of Union soldier Ezra
Chombardin, found on the Confederate submaring Hunlay,
boears his noma, unit designotion and enlistment dale.

marine in history to sink an en-
emy ‘warship. It sank off
Chorlesign the night of Feb. 17,
1864, shirtly @iler ramming an
explosive charge at the end of a
spar inte the Union blockade
ship Housatonic, The sub was
raksed last year.,
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