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FRIENDS OF THE HUNLEY

Bringing Hunley and Her Crew Home at Last.



SCIENCE & IDEAS

pfroma hriny grave

A pioneering Civil War submarine fina]ly gets its due
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On Feb. 17, 1864, the Confederacy’s H.L. Hunley became
the first submarine to sink an enemy ship when it torpedoed 1
the USS Housatonic near Charleston harbor. Such a feat would
not be repeated until World War 1. Keel ballasts dropped
off if the submarine needed
to surface quickly.
The Hunley's technigue
The Hunley crew was trained to ram E After the torpedo was lodged inside When the rope finished unspooling,
a torpedo, attached to the end of a the enemy’s hull, the Hunley would it would tighten and activate the
spar, into the hull of an enemy ship. back away as an attached 150-foot torpedo’s explosive charge,
rope played out blowing a hole in the enemy ship.
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